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  MARKETING KIT 

 

This marketing kit is designed to provide promoters and presenters with details about the 
production ‘No2’ to assist in the promotion of the play No2. It has been put together based on the 
experience within New Zealand and aims to be as complete as possible, but if there is further 
information which you require, please do not hesitate to contact the producer, Strata Creative Ltd. 

Material (written, graphic and photographic) contained within this marketing kit is specific to the 
theatre production No2 and may not be used for any other purpose without the permission of the 
producer Strata Creative. 

All images and logos must be used as supplied and may not be altered without the express 
permission of the producer Strata Creative. 

CONTENTS 

 Marketing copy 

 Marketing mandatories and logo usage guide 

 Sample media release (word document on cd) 

 Review Quotes 

 Background about No2 and biographies: Actor, creative team and production company 
 
SUPPLIED ON CD 

 Sample flyer (pdf) 

 Marketing copy 

 Logos – No2, No2 with byline ‘THERE CAN BE MIRACLES’, Silo Theatre 

 Sample media release (word document) and review quotes 

 Background about No 2  

 Background biographies 

 Images: Core marketing image and production images 

For further details or queries contact:  

Andrew Malmo, Strata Creative Ltd Ph: +64 9 337 0369 M: +64 27 473 2480  
E: andrew@stratacreative.co.nz Skype:andrewmalmonz 
 

mailto:andrew@stratacreative.co.nz
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 MARKETING COPY 

[No2 logo] 

THERE CAN BE MIRACLES 

WRITTEN BY TOA FRASER 

PERFORMED BY MADELEINE SAMI 

We’re going to make this place come alive. 

Today is the hottest day of the year and Nanna Maria wants a feast. She wants all of the grandkids 

here, but none of her children – they’re all bloody useless. She wants a big, long table outside and a 

pig on a spit. She wants to make it real flash, she wants tablecloths and stuff. And a priest. She wants 

spirits dancing, squabbles in the kitchen and bitching in the backyard.  And some beers.  And she 

doesn’t want anybody to go hungry. She just wants the miracle of family. 

Because today, Nanna Maria is going to name her successor. 

Mixing kava with karaoke, celebrated New Zealand writer Toa Fraser pushes culture forward. We 

celebrate the raucous joy, the shifting dynamics and the chaos that only an extended family knows. 

First performed in 1999, acclaimed New Zealand actress Madeleine Sami to features in the role that 

she has made her own in a virtuoso performance that is taking the world by storm. 

Winner 2000: Edinburgh Fringe First Awards 

Winner 2000: Outstanding Performance – Chapman Tripp Theatre Awards, NZ 

Winner 2000: Best NZ Play – Chapman Tripp Theatre Awards, NZ 

 

"No. 2 is a subtle, humanistic and engaging piece of new theatre. Sami takes our breath away with 

the sheer cleverness and athleticism of her performance.' – Mark Brown, Scotland on Sunday  

“*****  A delightful production“ – TV3, NZ (2009) 

"...an expertly performed, glorious piece of theatre..." - The Scotsman  
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 MARKETING MANDATORIES AND 
LOGO USAGE 
Mandatory logos and credits on all marketing materials: 

 No2 logo (with our without byline ‘THERE CAN BE MIRACLES’ as noted below) 

 Silo Theatre logo 

 Writer Toa Fraser 

 Performer Madeleine Sami 

No2 logo must be used as indicated on all marketing materials including, but not limited to, flyers, 
posters, programmes, print advertising and banners. 

The logo No2 with byline ‘THERE CAN BE MIRACLES’ is used on flyers and posters (see sample for 
positioning) and can also be used on print advertisements and banners. A pdf of the logo with byline 
is supplied. An eps file is available on request. The font used for the byline ‘THERE CAN BE MIRACLES’ 
is kon tiki aloha and is available at http://www.jawarts.com/KontiA.htm or 
http://www.veer.com/products/typedetail.aspx?image=JBT0001001 

The Silo Theatre logo must be used on all marketing materials and credited in text with the following 
wording ‘No2 was produced by Silo Theatre, Auckland, New Zealand’. 

Writer Toa Fraser must be credited on all marketing materials including flyers, posters, print 
advertising, programmes and banners. 

Performer Madeleine Sami must be credited on all marketing materials including flyers, posters, 
print advertising, programmes and banners. 

No font is specified for writer/performer credits and body text. 

Presenter credits are by negotiation with the producer, Strata Creative Ltd. 

All marketing material needs to be approved by the producer, Strata Creative Ltd., prior to 

production. 

http://www.jawarts.com/KontiA.htm
http://www.veer.com/products/typedetail.aspx?image=JBT0001001
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 SAMPLE MEDIA RELEASE 

 

Award-winning New Zealand Play No2 

Celebrates Family  

"...an expertly performed, glorious piece of theatre..." - The Scotsman  
 

An ancient, cantankerous Fijian matriarch decides at 4am one morning 
that her time is up and, in true Fijian fashion, she orders her grandson 
to organise a feast so she can name her successor. 

The award-winning New Zealand play No2 comes to [enter theatre name and details] from [enter 
date details]. 

Fast-moving and tender, No2 features well-known actor Madeleine Sami as the sole performer 
playing all nine characters in the story. Acclaimed as a “virtuoso performance”, Madeleine was 
awarded the Chapman Tripp New Zealand Theatre Award for Outstanding Performance in the play’s 
first season in 1999. 

Nanna Maria wakes up at four in the morning and declares to her second grandson Erasmus, just 
home from his night job, her intention to name her successor at a feast that very evening, to which 
all her grandchildren and none of her children are.  She invites only one 'outsider', Father Francis, 
because the feast is to be like the ones in Sicily where a priest is always present.  And there is to be 
one more unexpected guest...   

The play performed to capacity audiences throughout New Zealand and went on to international 
seasons in Holland, Jamaica, Mexico, Edinburgh, London and New York, winning an Edinburgh Fringe 
Festival First Award in 2000. The play was remounted in New Zealand by leading Auckland theatre 
company, Silo Theatre for a sold-out season in April 2009. 

Writer Toa Fraser was inspired to pen No2 to celebrate a way of life before it vanished. In No2, 
Fraser created a touching observation of the raucous joy, shifting dynamics and the chaos that only 
an extended family knows, as Nanna Maria presides over a family feast intending to name her "No. 
2"; her successor. Fraser developed No2 into a hit film which won the World Dramatic Audience 
Award at the 2006 Sundance Film Festival.  

“This show is fabulous ... No2 is a thrilling theatrical experience.” – Dominion Post, Wellington, NZ 

"A subtle, humanistic and engaging piece of new theatre. Sami takes our breath away with the sheer 
cleverness and athleticism of her performance.' – Mark Brown, Scotland on Sunday  
 
No2 Season Details 

[Insert venue and date details] 
To book, please call [insert booking number] or visit [insert website booking details]  
Tickets: [insert ticket prices] 
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REVIEW QUOTES: International acclaim for No2 

 
“Sami displays a practically superhuman talent for eclectic characterisations that goes far deeper 
than mere caricature. No2 is a must see classic, in the running for finest ever NZ theatre experience.  
Magic is the word.” – Theatreview, NZ 2009 

άIt’s a big Fijian family – and Sami plays them all. For 90 hilarious minutes, she transitions seamlessly 
between nine characters of varying age, gender and ethnicity. There is a chaotic energy throughout 
as Sami dances, sings and causes fights with herself. The play has not lost any of its appeal in the last 
10 years. Sami encourages theatregoers to resist any temptation to compare the play with the film. 
The two are significantly different in both style and substance, and this delightful production 
certainly deserves acclaim of its own.” – TV3, NZ 2009 

“Sami flicks seamlessly with great skill to and fro across the generations, genders and characters that 
give immense charm and living breath to this story of a family. A highly successful collaboration – a 
gifted New Zealand writer, an immensely talented performer unafraid of sharing herself with her 
audience, a skilled young director.” – NZ Herald, 2000 

“Even after hundreds of performances, Madeleine Sami retains the freshness and vitality she gave to 
the first shows in 1999. Maturity lends depth to the scintillating brilliance that has blown away 
audiences and critics, from Edinburgh to Tasmania.” – NZ Herald, 2001 

“The show is fabulous. No2 is a thrilling theatrical experience.” – The Dominion, Wellington, NZ 

“If you have time, money and energy for only one show ... this is the one” – Capital Times, 
Wellington, NZ 

 “Sami gives an astonishing performance ... from male to female, young to old and back with an 
adroitness that leaves you beaming with pleasure. A performance and a play to treasure.” – Evening 
Post, Wellington, NZ 

“This is theatre as thrilling as it gets. See it.” – NZ Listener 

 “Madeleine Sami’s outrageously versatile performance in Toa Fraser’s one-woman play No2 is one 
of the most humorous, moving and downright flawless pieces of the Festival. This is an affectionate 
portrayal of first and third generation Fijian immigrants to New Zealand. Sami alternates between 
old and young, female and male with impressive ease. No2 is a subtle, humanistic and engaging 
piece of new theatre. A beautifully structured, exquisitely acted play. Sami takes our breath away 
with the sheer cleverness and athleticism of her performance.” – Mark Brown, Scotland on Sunday 

“The first (and so far, the only) standing ovation I have seen at this year’s Fringe. And well deserved 
too, All in all, there are nine characters, and Madeleine Sami plays every one of them. She is superb; 
a change of stance or facial expression, a different voice, and she’s another character. She even 
manages the seemingly impossible feat of having a fight with herself! It is an astonishing 
performance which shows the amazing virtuosity of this young actress.” – Peter Lathan, About.com, 
2000 

 “Sami has energy and humour in bucketloads, teamed with the kind of physical self-control that 
marks her out as one of the best. This is solo performing at its very best. Don’t miss it.” – Nick 
Thorpe, The Independent, UK 

“New Zealand’s Toa Fraser has written a play tantamount to a Fijian soap opera in one instalment – 
and it is glorious. The whole Maria brood is performed by Madeleine Sami. She segues effortlessly 
between the ancient Nanna’s desert-dry gin-lubricated humour and the roles of her numerous 
offspring. The production is a slice of Fijian life with a lot of spice.” – Max Szalwinska, The Scotsman 
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 BACKGROUND INFORMATION  

About the Play 
Toa Fraser’s play No2 premiered in 1999 to critical and audience acclaim, winning the Chapman Tripp New 
Zealand Theatre Award for Best NZ Play and touring to Edinburgh where it won a Fringe First Award in 2000, 
followed by a nationwide tour in New Zealand and international seasons in Holland, Jamaica, Mexico, London 
and New York. No2 was made into a movie which debuted at the Sundance Festival in 2006. The play, starring 
the original performer Madeleine Sami, was remounted in 2009 in Auckland, NZ to mark its 10

th
 birthday and is 

now being toured internationally. 
No2 is a one-woman play with nine characters from a feisty Fijian/New Zealand matriarch to a lovesick rugby 
player. The play takes place on a scorchingly hot summer’s day when family matriarch Nanna Maria wakes up 
and decides she wants a feast complete with pig on a spit, red wine in bottles (not cartons) and a priest – just 
like in Italy. And at the feast, Nanna Maria intends to name her successor – her number two. Only her 
grandchildren – and none of her children – have been invited apart from one outsider, Father Francis ... and 
there is one more unexpected guest. 
 

Writer: Toa Fraser 
The son of a British mother and Fijian father, Toa Fraser was born in London in 1975. He moved to Auckland 
with his family in 1989. On graduation from The University of Auckland, he became a playwright. His first play 
Bare won awards for Best New Play and Best New Playwright at the Chapman Tripp theatre awards the Sunday 
Star Times Bruce Mason Award. His second play, No2 (1999) catapulted him to fame, winning the Festival First 
Award at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival in 2000. In 2001, he was awarded The University of South Pacific's 
Writer in Residence Fellowship and while in Fiji, he began work on the film adaptation of No2. He went on to 
direct No2 for the screen and the film debuted at the Sundance Festival in 2006, where it won the coveted 
Audience Award (World Cinema Dramatic) and was nominated for the Grand Jury Prize. In 2008, Fraser 
directed his multi award-winning second feature, Dean Spanley, with a cast including Sam Neill and acting 
legend Peter O'Toole. 

 

Performer: Madeleine Sami 
Madeleine Sami is one of New Zealand’s most acclaimed young actors. Cast in Toa Fraser’s first play Bare as a 
teenager, she picked up the Best Actress Award in 1999, and made it two in a row in 2000 for her performance 
in No2.  She toured Bare (with Ian Hughes) and No2 internationally performing the role in No2 more than 250 
times. 
Following her return to New Zealand, Madeleine has worked in a range of roles with Auckland’s Silo Theatre, 
Massive Company and Auckland Theatre Company, and was in the hit film Sione's Wedding. 
She has had television roles on successful New Zealand drama Outrageous Fortune and The Jaquie Brown 
Diaries and has also been singing with her sisters, Anji and Priya as The Sami Sisters. Madeleine reprised her 
role in No2 last year for the 10

th
 birthday season of the play in Auckland and is looking forward to touring it 

again. 
Note: Madeleine Sami did not appear in the film version of No2 

 
Producer: Strata Creative 
Strata Creative Limited brings artistically outstanding theatre productions to audiences in New Zealand and 
overseas. Working with top producing theatre companies and artists, Strata Creative tours existing 
productions to festivals and venues and also collaborates with writers and directors to develop and produce 
new works for the stage. Strata Creative provides logistics, planning and management for new show creation, 
domestic and international touring, incoming international companies, theatre companies and festivals. Strata 
Creative has collaborated with Auckland’s leading theatre company, Silo Theatre and Madeleine Sami to bring 
No 2 to an international audience. Silo Theatre is Auckland's leading producer of contemporary theatre, 
staging unique theatrical events from a collective vision that challenges and builds the arts culture. National 
Business Review calls Silo Theatre "the most dynamic theatre in the country". 


